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had caused the Tsar Nicholas I, who loved them so much, to die
of grief over their ingratitude. * . .
"Just the same, the poor man was embarrassed when he told
us such horrors. Did you notice how he looked away, and that
awful face of his?'*
"Yes. He went absolutely green" Kazia ventured, trying to
look as if she was thinking of something else. But at once she
saw a young chestnut leaf of tender green shaken under her nose.
Groups of children made mud-pies or chased their hoops.
Manya and Kazia, choking with laughter over their game,
. passed on beneath the slender columns of the Palace of Saxony
and almost ran across the great square. Suddenly Manya cried:
"But we've passed the monument. We must go back at once!**
Kazia turned without a word. The giddy pair had just com-
mitted an unpardonable offence. In the middle of the Saxony
Square was a pompous obelisk surrounded by four lions and
bearing, in orthodox letters, the words: "To the Poles faithful to
their Sovereign,5*' This tribute from the Tsar to those Poles who
had betrayed their country and made themselves allies of the
oppressor was an object of disgust to the patriots, and their
tradition was to spit every time they passed the monument, If,
by inadvertence, one failed to observe this custom, one had to
go back and make good the omission,
With their duty in this respect duly accomplished, the two
girls returned to their talk,
"They're dancing at home this evening," Mauya said, "Are
you coming to watch them?9*
"Yes. Oh, Manyusya, when shall we have the right to dance,
too? We're such good waltzers already!'* Ka&ia complained
impatiently.
When? Not until school was over and the girls had "come
out." They were only allowed to practise among themselves
and to learn the lancers, the polka, the mazurka and the oberek
from the school ballet master. Relegated to little chairs at the
side, they were also present when the young people of a few
friendly families gathered for dancing lessons once a week in the
Sklodovskis* house.